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be rigid, determined; but m can still revolve round in the circle described by the rotation of the triangle around the axis ab. If now the point m be held fast in any position, then also the whole rigid body to which the three points in question, a, b, m, belong will be fixed.
A point m is spatially determined, accordingly, by the distances ra, TI» ?* from at least three fixed points in space, a, b, c. But this determination is still not unique, for the pyramid with the edges fayVb, TCJ in the vertex of which m lies, can be constructed as well on the one as on the other side of the plane a, b, c. If we were to fix the side, say by a special sign, we should be resorting to a physiological determination, for geometrically the two sides of the plane are not different. If the point m is to be uniquely determined, its distance, rd, from a fourth point, d, lying outside the plane abc, must in addition be given. Another point, m, is determined with like completeness by four distances, r*at r' 6j r' c, r'a. Hence, the distance of m from m' is also given by this determination. And the same holds true of any number of other points as severally determined by four distances. Between four points
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1-2                                                                      »             r
cisely this number must be given to determine the form of the point complex. For 4 + z = n points, 6 + 4# or 4w — 10 distances are needed for the determination, while a still larger number, viz.,